Substitutes provide a change of pace
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"N
not fourth peri-
od again," he
mumbled to
himself, slowly pacing his
way into class after third pe-
riod. His algebra book
weighed a ton in his arms
but the information inside
took on no meaning whatso-
ever inside his head. 'Twas a
boring class. His best friend
sat across the room but com-
munication seemed impos-
sible. The irritating voice of
the teacher echoed through
the room along with the
scratchy sound of chalk
against a dry board. He took
his seat near the back, third
to the left and opened his
book. But something was
different. The teacher
wasn't in sight and there was
an estatic murmur through-
out the classroom. Yes, it was
on this particular day when
a substitute teacher took
control.
This fact made an assur-
ance of a good day for trou-
ble-making in Algebra. After
mastering the art in middle
school, freshmen felt they
could comfortably handle
substitutes. Seating charts
were no problem. For in
most cases the substitues
were not familiar with the
students and therefore could
not fit the names with the
faces. Two boys, for in-
stance, could switch seats,
thus trading names.
On most of the days sub-
stitutes took over, there
would be a written assign-
ment left by the teacher.
However, this assignment
would rarely be completed.
Occasionally, the first two or
three problems would be
finished, but even the con-
science of the serious stu-
dent fought a losing battle.
Of course, there was always
the dreaded threat that the
substitute might actually
communicate the classroom
activities to the teacher, but
that thought was usually
pushed to the back of stu-
dents' minds. Teacher de-
preciation became a priority.
Comments like, "Honest,
Mr. Harbeck, the clock is
broken and we're suppose to
be let out now," or " . . . But
Mr. Royal NEVER collects
homework," became com-
mon expressions substitutes
usually caught on to.
"Book drops," where at a
given time, all the students
dropped their books, contin-
ued to be a common way to
annoy substitute teachers.
When classwork was re-
quired to turn in, a common
prank was to have no one
sign their name on their pa-
per. Unfortunately, this usu-
ally resulted in a class pun-
ishment.
Even the infamous fourth
period, algebra hero could
relax. For him and the rest of
the students, substitute
teachers provided a break in
an otherwise monotonous
daily schedule.*
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